
CLEST BUSINESS 09/10/224 

8. STATEMENT

On August 9, 2024, Joseph Harris responded to assist in locating, detaining, and transporting an 
individual escaped from St. Bernards. During transport, the individual attempted to strangle 
himself with the restraint belt in the back of Harris’ vehicle. Harris stopped his vehicle and made 
contact with the individual who had the belt around his neck and was on his back in an offensive 
position. Upon making contact with the individual, Harris struck him in the head several times 
with his fist and then with his elbow before removing the belt from his neck. Harris then slams the 
door closed which strikes the individual in the head. The individual then ceases to move and 
respond. Harris used his baton to rub the individual’s sternum in a forceful manner which causes 
the individual to respond. Harris then again slams the door on the individual’s head. The incident 
was recorded by Harris’ in vehicle camera as well as witnessed by an assisting officer. While at 
the jail, Harris attempted to strike the individual while he was handcuffed. Harris was terminated 
on August 9, 2024, for the excessive use of force.  This is a violation of Rule 1034(1)(b)(iii), (viii), 
(vii), and Rule 1020. Jonesboro Police Department recommends decertification.  
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DATE:  SEPTEMBER 10, 2024 
  
TO:  COMMISSION ON LAW ENFORCEMENT STANDARDS AND TRAINING  
  
FROM: DIVISION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT STANDARDS AND TRAINING  
  
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR MOTION TO CONDUCT DECERTIFICATION HEARING  
_____________________________________________________________________________   
  
OFFICER: Former Officer Joseph Harris 
  
AGENCY: Jonesboro Police Department  
  
ENCLOSURES: Electronic F4; Decertification Request dated August 13, 2024, 2024; Incident 
Summary; Individual Audit Report dated August 13, 2024.  
  
NARRATIVE: On August 9, 2024, Joseph Harris responded to assist in locating, detaining, and 
transporting an individual escaped from St. Bernards. During transport, the individual attempted 
to strangle himself with the restraint belt in the back of Harris’ vehicle. Harris stopped his vehicle 
and made contact with the individual who had the belt around his neck and was on his back in an 
offensive position. Upon making contact with the individual, Harris struck him in the head several 
times with his fist and then with his elbow before removing the belt from his neck. Harris then 
slams the door closed which strikes the individual in the head. The individual then ceases to move 
and respond. Harris used his baton to rub the individual’s sternum in a forceful manner which 
causes the individual to respond. Harris then again slams the door on the individual’s head. The 
incident was recorded by Harris’ in vehicle camera as well as witnessed by an assisting officer. 
While at the jail, Harris attempted to strike the individual while he was handcuffed. Harris was 
terminated on August 9, 2024, for the excessive use of force.   
 
This is a violation of Rule 1034(1)(b)(iii), (viii), (vii), and Rule 1020.  
 
 RECOMMENDATION: Jonesboro Police Department recommends decertification.  
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