
For over 40 years, the Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranches  have provided hope and heal-

ing for children, who through no fault of their own, need a place to call home. Its mis-

sion is to address, remedy and prevent child abuse and neglect by creating safe, healthy 

and permanent homes for children.  

When all 75 sheriffs of Arkansas founded the Ranches in 1976, they saw a need for chil-

dren who were falling through the cracks of society. So sheriffs, with the help of individ-

uals in their communities, raised support to build a home for boys to begin meeting that 

need. Since then, the Ranches have grown and have given more than 1,300 boys and 

girls from every corner of the state a safe, healthy, loving place to call home.  

The Ranches are much more than a warm bed and three meals a day. This transformative foster care organi-
zation is a place where boys and girls get a second chance to be a kid and a place where a child can grow into 
a loving, caring, and responsible young man or woman.  We provide these boys and girls with what we be-
lieve is the birthright of every child—the right to proper health care, educational opportunities, and a loving, 
safe home environment with people who care—not only for them—but about them, as well.  

 Up to eight Ranchers live in each cottage in a family-style setting and are cared for by houseparents. 

 Ranchers attend public schools and receive after school tutoring. 

 The average length of stay for a child at the Ranch is 3 to 5 years. 

 All Ranchers receive counseling services by licensed therapists. 

 The Ranches operate a registered cattle program, which helps offset its program costs while 
giving our Ranchers real-life skills and experience raising and showing cattle. 

 The Ranches are licensed by the Department of Human Services Division of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services. 

 The Ranches are a state-wide, private nonprofit 501(c)3 organization that serves the children 
of Arkansas. It does not discriminate in regards to race, color, gender, national origin, religion. 

The need is great, but the reward is far greater!  

Raising a child is an expensive undertaking, especially when you raise as many as the Ranches do! But you 
cannot put a price tag on saving a child’s life. The Ranches pay for all needs associated with raising a child 
including food, clothing, shelter, educational needs, healthcare, counseling services, and recreation and 
transportation costs.  More than 90% of the Ranches’ operational support comes from individual donations.  
As a private nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, all gifts made to the Ranches are tax-deductible within the ex-
tent of the law.  

 Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranches 
100 Saint Vincent Place, Batesville, Arkansas 72501 
web:  www.YouthRanches.com     phone:  870-793-6841 

Facebook.com/YouthRanches 

 @YouthRanches 


